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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Application filed 2/4/2004. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code. See page 6. Applicant is required to delete the 
embedded hyperlink and/or other form of browser-executable code. See MPEP § 
608.01. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 2-10, 12, 14-22, 24, 26-34, and 36 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: 

It is suggested that the first word of claims 2-10, 12, 14-22, 24, 26-34, and 36 be 
changed from "A" to -the- to improve the clarity of the claims. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as having undue 
breadth. Claim 13 is a single means claim, as it only recites a single "means for". A 
single means claim, i.e., where a means recitation does not appear in combination with 
another recited element of means, is subject to an undue breadth rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712, 714-715, 218 USPQ 195, 197 
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(Fed. Cir. 1983) (A single means claim which covered every conceivable means for 
achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the scope of the claim because 
the specification disclosed at most only those means known to the inventor.). (MPEP 
2164.08(a).) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-10, 13-22, and 25-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kumar et al. (US 6278993), hereafter Kumar. 

Regarding claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar discloses: 

A method of configuring nodes for service requests, the method 
comprising. 

transmitting an operational rule from a first service node that receives a 
request for service to a second service node that is configured to apply the 
operational rule to the request for service in response to the request from the first 
service node for service. (Fig. 10, items 215 and 213. The first node transmits the 
search query to a search function) 

Regarding claims 2, 14, and 26 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 
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propagating the operational rule from the second service node to a third 
service node that is registered with the second service node as capable of 
providing service thereto. (Fig. 10, items 219 and 223, the first search node 
transfers the search query to a private search node) 
Regarding claims 3, 15, and 27 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

wherein transmitting an operational rule is preceded by: registering the 
second node with the first service node to define the second service node as 
available to the first service node to receive requests for service. (Col. 24 lines 
43-47 disclose registering with the private search engine) 
Regarding claims 4, 16, and 28 as applied to claims 1, 13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

wherein the operational rule comprises a first operational rule, the method 
further comprising: modifying the first operational rule to provide a second 
operational rule; and transmitting the second operational rule to the second 
service node responsive to modifying the first operational rule. (Col. 25 lines 14- 
16 disclose modifying the search query before sending it to the private search 
engine) 

Regarding claims 5, 17, and 29 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

receiving a first request for service at the first service node; determining 
that the first request is associated with the operational rule; applying the 
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operational rule to the first request to provide a propagated first request; and 
transmitting the propagated first request to the second service node. (Fig. 10) 
Regarding claims 6, 18, and 30 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

receiving a first request for service at the first service node; determining 
that the first request is associated with the operational rule; applying the 
operational rule to the first request to provide a propagated first request; and 
transmitting the propagated first request to a third service node rather than the 
second service node responsive to a parameter associated with the third service 
node. (Col. 23 lines 56-58 discloses that there may be multiple private search 
engines which the user may be registered to.) 

Regarding claims 7, 19, and 31 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

receiving a first request for service at the first service node, the first 
request for service including a token associated with the first request that further 
defines how the first request is to be serviced; determining that the first request is 
associated with the operational rule; applying the operational rule to the first 
request to provide a propagated first request; and transmitting the propagated 
first request and the token to the second service node. (Fig. 10, note that a token 
is inherent in a IP packet. (Note that a token indicating Quality of Service is 
inherent in a IP packet (Definition of the packet structure by pg. 98 Comer is 
cited, note the Service Type field.))) 
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Regarding claims 8, 20, and 32 as applied to claims 1, 7, 13, 19, 25, and 31, 

Kumar discloses: 

wherein the token comprises at least one of a price, geographic location, 
and quality of service. (Note that a token indicating Quality of Service is inherent 
in a IP packet (Definition of the packet structure by Comer pg. 98 is cited, note 
the Service Type field.)) 

Regarding claims 9, 21, and 33 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

wherein the operational rule comprises a rule associated with at least one 
of security, error recovery, and business transaction terms/conditions associated 
with the request for service. (Col. 24, lines 53-54, the search request for bios 
flash upgrades is associated with both security and error recovery.) 
Regarding claims 10, 22, and 34 as applied to claims 1,13, and 25, Kumar 
discloses: 

wherein the operational rule comprises an requestor identifier that 
identifies a the first service node as transmitting the request for service the 
second service node. (Col. 24, lines 53-54, the search request for bios flash 
upgrades is associated the first service node (i.e. the pavilion server).) 

8. Claims 11-12, 23-24, and 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Slaughter et al. (US 6973493), hereafter Slaughter. 
Regarding claims 11, 23, and 35, Slaughter discloses: 
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A method of configuring secondary service nodes to handle service 
requests from a primary service node in a service node network, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a request for registration at a primary service node from a 
secondary service node including that the secondary service node is capable of 
providing a service to the primary service node; (Col. 34 lines 13-14 discloses 
that the client receives a "capability credential", i.e. a request for registration.) 

registering that the secondary service node is capable of providing the 
service with primary service node; transmitting a response from the primary 
service node to the secondary service node including an operational rule that 
defines how the service is to be provided to the primary service node; (Col. 34 
lines 43-48 disclose the client specifying a rule for how results are to be returned 
to the client.) 

maintaining the operational rule accessible to the secondary service node 
and associated with the primary service node; receiving a request for service 
from the primary service node at the secondary service node; and providing 
service to the primary service node responsive to determining that the request for 
service is associated with the primary service node. (Col. 34 lines 65-67 - Col. 35 
lines 1-5 disclose sending a request to the service and getting a result compliant 
with the rule sent to the service) 

Regarding claims 12, 24, and 36 as applied to claims 11, 23, and 35, 

Slaughter discloses: 
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Claims 12, 24, and 36 are substantially the same as claims 1 1 , 23, and 35 
except that they state that the service is capable of servicing more than one node. Col. 
33 line 60 discloses that there are multiple clients that may subscribe to services, 
therefore the services can register with multiple clients. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael E. Keefer whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1 591 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 5:30am- 
2pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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